
LUCY ORTA  
Nata in Gran Bretagna (1966) 
La pratica artistica di Lucy Orta indaga le interrelazioni tra il corpo individuale e le strutture 
comunitarie, esplorandone le identità diverse e le modalità di coabitazione, impiegando 
metodologie socialmente impegnate. Lavora con una vasta gamma di media, tra cui 
disegno, scultura tessile, fotografia, film e performance, per realizzare corpi di lavoro unici. 
Tra i più rilevanti vi sono Refuge Wear e Body Architecture, habitat portatili e autonomi che 
riflettono su questioni legate alla mobilità e alla sopravvivenza umana; Nexus Architecture, 
abiti e accessori che modellano corpi modulari e collettivi attraverso la metafora del 
legame sociale; e Life Guards e Genius Loci, sculture indossabili che incarnano la 
vulnerabilità e la resilienza umana. Collabora con un’ampia varietà di comunità, spesso 
gruppi ai margini dell’esclusione sociale come detenuti, richiedenti asilo, persone senza 
fissa dimora e residenti in strutture di assistenza, coinvolgendo i partecipanti attraverso 
processi di co-creazione e metodi creativi inclusivi. 
 
Nel 2003 è stata la più giovane artista donna a essere pubblicata nella collana dedicata 
agli artisti contemporanei di Phaidon Press. In riconoscimento della sua innovativa pratica 
di ricerca socialmente impegnata, Lucy Orta è stata nominata direttrice del programma 
Man & Humanity, un master pionieristico in design sostenibile che ha cofondato con Li 
Edelkoort presso la Design Academy Eindhoven nel 2002. Dal 2002 è docente al London 
College of Fashion, membro del Centre for Sustainable Fashion e, dal 2013, Chair of Art 
and the Environment presso la University of the Arts London. In riconoscimento del suo 
prestigio e del contributo accademico alle arti visive, ha ricevuto un Master honoris causa 
dalla Nottingham Trent University e un dottorato honoris causa in Lettere dall’Università di 
Brighton. 
 
Lucy ha cofondato lo Studio Orta con il suo partner, l’artista argentino Jorge Orta, nel 
1992. Collaborano dal 2005 sotto la co-autoria Lucy + Jorge Orta. In riconoscimento del 
loro contributo alle arti, hanno ricevuto numerosi premi, tra cui l’Andy Warhol Foundation 
Visual Arts Award (2001) e il Green Leaf Award per l’eccellenza artistica con un 
messaggio ambientale, conferito dal Programma delle Nazioni Unite per l’Ambiente in 
collaborazione con il Natural World Museum al Nobel Peace Center di Oslo, Norvegia 
(2007). La loro opera monumentale Cloud Meteoros è stata selezionata per la prima 
edizione della commissione d’arte pubblica Terrace Wires per la stazione St Pancras 
International di Londra (2013). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
LUCY ORTA 
Born in Great Britain (1966) 
Lucy Orta’s visual arts practice investigates the interrelations between the individual body 
and community structures, exploring their diverse identities and means of cohabitation and 
employing socially engaged methodologies. She works across a range of mediums 
including drawing, textile sculpture, photography, film and performance to realise singular 
bodies of work. Amongst the most notable are 'Refuge Wear' and 'Body Architecture', 
portable and autonomous habitats that reflect on issues of mobility and human survival; 
'Nexus Architecture', clothing and accessories that shape modular and collective bodies 
through the metaphor of the social link; and 'Life Guards' and 'Genius Loci', wearable 
sculpture that embody human vulnerability and resilience. She collaborates with a wide 
range of communities, often those on the margins of exclusion such as prison residents, 
asylum seekers, homeless and care hostel residents, empowering participants 
through co-creation and inclusive methods of creative practice. 
 
In 2003 she was the youngest female artist to be published in the Phaidon 
Press contemporary artist collection. In acknowledgement of her innovative socially 
engaged research practice Lucy Orta was nominated as Head of the Man & Humanity, a 
pioneering master program for sustainable design, which she cofounded with Li Edelkoort 
at Design Academy Eindhoven, in 2002. She is a Professor at London College of Fashion 
since 2002, a member of the Centre for Sustainable Fashion, and Chair of Art and the 
Environment at the University of the Arts London since 2013. In recognition of her esteem 
and academic contribution to the visual arts, she has received an honorary Master of Arts 
from Nottingham Trent University and an honorary Doctor of Letters from the University of 
Brighton. 
 
Lucy co-founded the Studio Orta with her partner the Argentine artist Jorge Orta, in 1992. 
They have worked in partnership since 2005 under the co-authorship Lucy + Jorge Orta. In 
recognition of their contribution to the arts, they are the recipients of numerous awards 
including the Andy Warhol Foundation Visual Arts Award (2001) and Green Leaf Award for 
artistic excellence with an environmental message, presented by United Nations 
Environment Programme in partnership with the Natural World Museum at the Nobel 
Peace Center in Oslo, Norway (2007). Their monumental Cloud Meteoros was selected for 
the inaugural Terrace Wires public art commission for St Pancras International in London 
(2013). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.studio-orta.com/en/artworks/serie/1/shelter
https://www.studio-orta.com/en/artworks/serie/10/relationships
https://www.studio-orta.com/en/artworks/serie/6/life-guards
https://www.studio-orta.com/en/artworks/serie/26/genius-loci
https://www.studio-orta.com/en/artworks/serie/14/co-creation
https://www.studio-orta.com/en/book/3/lucy-orta-contemporary-artist-series
https://www.studio-orta.com/en/book/3/lucy-orta-contemporary-artist-series
https://www.sustainable-fashion.com/traces-stories-of-migration
https://researchers.arts.ac.uk/740-lucy-orta
https://www.studio-orta.com/en/jorge-orta

